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Believe it! Work's set to start on San Dieguito Lagoon 

$86 million werhaul has been 15 years in plannlng 

By James Steinberg 
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 

August 30,2006 

DEL MAR - Finally. 

After 15 years of planning and two years waiting for a passel of local, state and federal agencies to issue the 
dozens of permits required - not to mention the nesting birds that couldn't be disturbed - work is set to 
begin on an $86 million overhaul of the San Dieguito Lagoon. 

first step in restoring the 446-acre wdand between Del 
Mar and Solana Beach 

Last week, the Caiifornia Coastal Commission issued a 
letter authorizing the work to start. Permits for the entire 
restoration are expected in the mail any day after same 
administrative matters are met, said David Kay, manager 
of environmental projects for Southern Califomia Edison. 
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mammals and birds and providing fish with a place to natural state wrll tleg ~n in mld-5epte1lrbcr 

spawn and grow. 

The lagoon outlet will permanently open to the Pacific, rather than periodically clogging with sand and 
turning the wetlands into a fetid deathtrap. 

"By 20 1 0 it should be walking md t a l k  like a natural wetland," Kay said. 

Southem California Edison is restoring the lagoon to compensate for the loss of fish eggs and lwae 
atttriuted to the San Onofre N u d w  Generating Station 3 3 miles to the north. The plant's two nuclear 
reactors each use about 1 billion gallons of seawater a day as coolant. 

P l d g  for the makeover began in 1 99 1, but that first whack at the 
weeds in about two weeks hasn't been easy to come by. 

In addition to obtaining the California Coastal Commission's stamp 
of approval, Edison has secured p&ts from, among others, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Cdifornia D q W e n t  of Fish 
and Game, the CaIi fornia Water Quality Control Board, the 
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CaIifomia State Lands Commission, the California Department of 
Tramportation, and the cities of Del Mar and San Diego. 

The Coastal Commission, which has the final say on the matter, 
actually issued the 811-important coastal development permit on Oct. 
1 8 of last year, said Ellen Lirley, a staff planner with the 
commission. 

But that wasn't a green light for work to b@ and, to some 
observers, it was beginning to took as if the project was on 
indefinite hold, 

"We had a celebration about a year ago when we h d  that the 
Coastal Commission had approved the project, but the fact that it 
took another year to actually issue the (go-ahead) cawed a lot of 
mnstmation in the community," Del Mar City Cormcihan Jerry 
Finnell said Monday. 
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"Of course we're very happy? she said Monday. "But it's taken so long to get to this point that 
evmybody was g&g impatient for the work to start." 

The plan now is for w o ~ e f s  to to c lmiq  brush in project area 2A, wbich is west of the Interstate 5 
bridge and south of the San Di@o River, Mike Fwby of Mmthon Construction Gorp said yesterday. 
Marathon, with headqnarters in Lakeside, is the project contractor. 

'We were ready to attack the job with a vengeance in Janmy, but we didn't get all the psrmits, and then 
it was bird s-" Furby said. 

Now the bids  will have to find someplace else to hatch their eggs, at least until the end of 2008, w h a  
the major work is hished, Kay said. 

Once the vegetation is moved,  workers will begin moving mom thctn 2 million cubic yards of earth to 
mate  115 a m  of tidaI salt marsh; will build four nesting sites and xihabilitate an existing one for the 
endangered Cdifurnia I t  tan  and the Westem snowy plovert; wilt construct a miIe of arthen barns to 
protect the wetland from flood-borne sediments carried by the San Dieguito Rivet; will mplaa lost sand 
on Dd W s  bwhes; and willopen the mouth of the San Dieguito River on a permanent basis. 

Both Southern California Edbon and Man say the restoration work will have minimad impact on 
people living in the area. All excavated material wiU stay on site, only a few pi- of heavy equipment 
will be in we at any timq slnd no work will be done at night or on weekends. 

"This has prohahly been one of the most swtinbed projects in the history of rnmkid," Ikl Mar's 
FinnelI said of the permit process. 

The smtiny will continue during festoration 
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SoCd Edison and Marathon will have enginem and biologists on site to "self-monitof' the lagoon and 
the San Dieguito River Pa& will employ its own "super-monitor," b y  said. 

Coastal Commission experts are to ensure that mstoration fully mitigates the wildlife losses at San 
Onufk, Lirley said. 

The hope is to resurrect the faltering wetland after decades of r:ncmachent by the Del Mar 
Fairgrounds, et shopping center, an abandoned &el& midential development, an interstate highway 
and acres of tomato fields. 

The project area covers both sides of Interstate 5. It extends hxn the mouth of the San Dieguito River 
east to El Carnino Real, bordered on the north by Via de la Vdle and on the south by the Del Mar bluff. 

As for who's going to pay for ail this, Southern California Edison customers will cover 70 percent of the 
$86 million price tag. In return for their share of power h m  San Onoh, San Diego Gas & Electric Co. 
ratepayers d l  pay 20 percent, and utility users in the cities of Anaheim and Riverside 5 p m t  each. 

-- - -- - 
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